Helen Werner Cox

The Tea Party

A collaboration between artist and model leads to the unexpected. The impetus for this painting
was my long friendship with Darwin, who initially worked with me in the garden. We discovered
other shared interests, including a joy in the theatrical and an attraction to the macabre.

Darwin loves to dress up and host tea parties with his like-minded friends, which inspired the
subject of this painting. The outfit is his; one he wears often. Humpty Dumpty is constructed
from paper maché and alludes both to the current political situation and a past Halloween
Wonderland the two of us created. The tea set, cups, and table belonged to my grandmother
and date back to the early 1900’s, the era Darwin has a deep affinity for.

Of several poses we tried, this was most dynamic. The viewer is absorbed in the action through
the triangle formed by eye contact—as the viewer looks at Darwin, he contemplates Humpty,
who stares back at the viewer. But! | was not even aware of this until Darwin pointed it out. It is
the surprise element which evolved from the artist-model interaction.
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